[Epidemiologic aspects of infections due to Neisseria gonorrhoea in Belgium].
In the context of a surveillance programme for communicable diseases in Belgium, a network of microbiological laboratories has, since February, 1983, made weekly registrations of a number of pathogenic agents, among them, N. gonorrhoeae. Some epidemiological characteristics of N. gonorrhoeae in Belgium are discussed. Although only a portion of Belgian laboratories participate in the programme, the total of cases registered from 1983 through 1986 was 2 to 5 times greater than obtained through the notifiable diseases reporting system. More than 75% of the cases registered concerned those between 20 and 39 years of age, with a maximum for the 20-29-year age group. In 1985, 82% of the diagnoses were based on one culture alone (or one + ELISA); in 1986, this percentage was only 66%.